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GENERAL AARON HANKINSON
BY

GEMNERA] JAMES F. RUSLING

AsRoN HANETR30W was the son af Joseph and Rached
{ Mattison) Hanldnson. He was born Feb. 7, 1735, near
Rowland’z Mills, Hunterdon County, N. ], and died
(ht, g, 1806, nemr Shllwater, Suassex County, M. . Hie
marriage license, dated Feb. g, 19764, is reeorded in the
office of the Secoetary of State, Trenton, M. T, and gives
I as of Amwel]l Township, Hunterdon Couney, N, T,
1o Mary Snwdet of Kingwood Township, same county.
He was brought up on a farm there, stll known as the
“Hankingon Homestead,” but in 1704 or 05 removed
to Sussex County and lies buried in the “Yellow Frame
Cemetery” of the Preshyterian chareh, near Stillwater, of
which he was long an elder.  He lived 2k or near Siill-
water, bat alzo owned Jand in Sandiston Townshipo
When he repwowvred from Huonterdon to Sossex, his father
(evidently a man of means) gave him and his brother
William fartns there of 363 acres each.

He was in commiszion a5 Colonel, commanding Fogl-
ment N, J. Troops {2 Provisional Regt., probably’, at
Ammboy, N, |, 172, and was regularly commiszioned
Colonel of 2d Regiment Suasex, N ], Milita Feb. 28
1777, and continued as such during the Hevolutionary
War, He was present with his regiment as a part of
Getera]l David Forman's Brigade, N, [, Detached
Militia, at the katile of Genmantown, Pa., Ock 4, 1777
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under Gieneral Washington, it his regpiment appears to

have been kept chizfly at home to protect Sassex against

Taordes 2nd Indians—5Swssex being then a frontier county

m part, After the war, Juoe 5, 1753, he was promoted

Bngadier General of N, J. Militia, and continued as such

until his decease.  Ile was a3 member of Assembly N T,

1783 to 1786, and again 18R o 17ue continuvusly, fremn

Suasex {runty.

He had thirteen children ! as follows:

Juseph, b 1763, d. 1838, m, Marparet Goble, d. 1844

Henry,® b Aug. 27, 1767, d. May 5, 1848, m Mary Mc-
Cullough, dan. Col, Wine MeCullough, Asbary, N.
]. Her dau. Eliza B. martied Gershom Rusling, my
father,

Sarah, b aro, d. Feb, 1y, 1B15; m. 15t Davdd Lann; 2d,
Joho Smedley, June 1o, 1Bob,

John, b. Mov. 28, 1y71; d Aug. 3, 1845; m. Elizabeth
Hunt, b Feb. &, r7ro; L Now, 2, 1341,

Themas, b rprs, d. April 27, 1706

Witliam, b Oct. 3o, 17pg; d. Oet. 17, 1830; m. Margaree
Crisman, March 14, 18ag. She d. Feb. 26, 1dgy.
Mo issue. He acquired much property at Bladirstown,
M. .. which he bequeathed to John I. Blair {hia
clerk), which was the beginning of the great Blair
eztate

Samad, b 1702; 4 April 21, 1793,

Elizabeth, b, —; d. —; m. Nathan Armstrong, Jan., 1Bof.
He d. 1838

"The ”ﬂmcnlugiom Record of descendants of Mathan Armabrong™
sav: 13, bat apparertly theee were 13

"admitted ta ™. J. Bar Mav. T rrod, and seeeled s Waahing-
toit, Lmj W:: hﬁT'lnr ::ul. ?'r E-T‘Eu:mmﬂnmdr, Chet, 28, rfiog;
ymember of Autmhl_-.l H.J 18y -1808 and 1B1E



Memoirs and Reminiscences together with Sketches of the Early History of Sussex County, Mew Jersey

Rev. Casper Schaeffer, K. D.
1407

128 GENERAL AARON HANKINSOM,

Haonah, b —; d. —; . Cooper Kelasy, May 14, 1508,
related b Hon. Henry C. Kelsey, probahly,

Aaren, b April 2z, v7Rz; d. Feho 23, 18gn; . Sarah
Kekey, April 12, 1304, b, March 1, 1785,

Mancy, b, —; d. —; m. Aaron Southard,

Bached, b, —; d, ==; m. Sidney Herniott,

Danel Thatcher, b = o, =,

A fraidd vine clearly; but am wnable to complete hiz
“Family Record,'” and am not fure of thedr order of
birtha, ever.

His grave ia on the southeasterly side of the ofd
“Yeallow Frame {Church," and near to it {our forbears
liked to be buried a8 near o the church as powsible, and
many thatde of i), in the midat of 2 group of Hankin-
gon praves, and bears the Tollowing quaint inseription :

“a H.
In memory of
B. General
Aaron Hankinso,
who departed this his
Oct. IX, 1308
Aged 71 years, 8 months, 2 days.

Let afl his children in a word,
Ulnite and prairs the Erernnd God,
For the sweet hope that he has gone
To rest with Christ God's ooly Son™

Evidently he wae a God-feacing man, of soldierly tstes
and character, a typical ferseyman of his time, a poaod
ctizen, and a man of parls and subsanoe

The Hanldnson family were English unquestionably,
and seftled first in Mormsonth County, N. J. Two of
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them remwned to ITunterdon and settled near Rowland's
Mills, 4 miles northmst of Flemington, about 1700 prob-
ably. These were Joseph (father of General Aaron) and
William Hankinson, As early as 1688, Thomas and
Richard Havokinsen received a patent for r2o acres of
land in Monmouth County from proprietors of West
Jersey, In 1700 Thomas Hankinsem, of Frechoid,
bought 610 agres itom Benjamin Allen.  In 1776 Ken-
neth Hankinaot was taxed in Freehold Township for 504
acves of land and G4 borses and cattle This Kenneth
Harkinson was & man of parts, and June 16, 1775,
beame 2 @ptain in Col. Fortman's battalion, Heard's
Brigade, M. J. Line; alan in 15t Heg't Mumnouth
Militia 1777, and participated in the hattle of Mogmouth,
June, 1778 (probebly). The Hunterdon amd Sussex
Harkinsons all claim relationship to this Eenneth Han-
kinson, and Ex-Gov, William A, MNewell, of N, |, was a
dexcendant of his.
I the Hankinaons emigrated from England, they likeky
@ame fromn Middlesex County thers, where they have the
* following coat-of-arms: “Ar. & Fesse g fretty or. betw.
thrte duckes 21, Crest a dewn-phoevix, wings alevated or.
iemant feom fames, Motto 1% #f casme”  Burlee's Cren.
Anmnery, 452.

Trenton, N. ., Jan, 22, 1907
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