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Jutch Set- THE IDENTITY OF NEELTJE CLAESEN,
as his sole WIFE OF JOHN? LAKE
)eptember BY FrED Sisser I1T*
ertje Nan-
1ero.nxmus In the past seventy-five years, three accounts have been published regarding
Ngllog—(l)lg) the Lake family of Gravesend, Long Island, and each has devoted but one line
died .soon as to the identity of the spouse of John Lake, junior (c.1654-1729): “His wife
' was Neeltje Claessen” (A Genealogy of the Lake Family, by Arthur Adams and Sarah
sms of her A. Risley, 1915, p. 10; The Lake Family in America, by Devereux Lake, 1937, p.
m 1683 on. 50; and A History of My People and Yours, by the Rev. Claud N. McMillan, 1956,
p. 172). Apparently all three works based their statement on the two known
ad his mother { instances in which John's wife is mentioned, ie., at the baptisms of their sons,
nown. “Jan” and Daniel, at the Reformed Dutch Churches of Flatbush and Brooklyn

Jitnesses: Ael-
$15), m. by 7
sen Visscher,

in 1688 and 1696, wherein her name is given as “Neeltie Claasen/Clasen”
(Flat.Fr.Baps. 1:54; HSYB 1897:194).

1en of Bever- Though the various compilations on the Lake family make no attempt to
ischer Talcott further identify Neeltje Claesen, a re-examination of the available records sug-
‘ 252)’ Terck, gests both a prior marriage and the names of her parents. Albeit, in order to
n eertje.

properly present the new facts concerning Neeltje, a review of her husband,

?lg\f{;};)iﬁ: John Lake, junior, and his family would be appropriate due to the limited data [
given on him in previous accounts.

0 Sept. 1635, John Lake, junior, was the son of John and Ann (Spicer) Lake. John, senior, 1‘ ‘

o the emigra- is first of record in New Amsterdam on 20 May 1652 when, as “Jan Leeck” L
he had a daughter, Metje, baptized at the Reformed Dutch Church of that city |
(BDC 31). He is next mentioned in October 1654 when Jacob Steendam’s wife

es: Joris Rap- charged him with debt, at which time the New Amsterdam court minutes record

IC 14), d. be- that “Jan Leeck, notwithstanding arrest and summons . . . has departed from

1 Wijkersloot, t this city” (RNA 1:261). John apparently removed to Long Island, where he is

ildren: Abel, identified as of Amersfoort (Flatlands) in January 1657, at which time “Jan
Leyck” contributed toward Domine Polhemus’ salary (ER 1:366). John continued
to reside at Amersfoort, and was recorded as of that village on 21 November

52 Elbert (sic), 1670 when he “Bought a gray horse a gelding of about 8 yeares ould” from James

Zerbeek (BDC Hubbard of Gravesend (Gravesend Town Records, Book 2, p. 108).

s Rust (Rec. In 1672 John secured lots number 19 and 20 in the “west meddow” of Grave-

thany 9:85). send, which would indicate that, by this time, he was probably a resident of

Geortic Nan. this Long Island village (Ibid., Book 3, p. 35). On the “26'h daye of y¢ 8" moth
nin oJSt Fries- : Anno Dom: 1673” a deed made at Gravesend was witnessed by “John Lake sen’;
24, from Neu- who signed by mark (Ibid., Book 5, p. 6). “The worthy Jan Leeck, resident

scriptions and . T |
F M. Supanne at Gravesent” sold “Luyckes Stevense a certain parcel of land lying in Amsfort f
< . .. . large fifteen morgens” on 29 December 1675 (Flatbush Town Records, mis-

al with Rutger cellaneous volume, p. 17). John Lake spent the remainder of his life at Grave-

, and Lysbeth
arriage Inten-
closely related
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send, where he died intestate some time before July 1694, at which time “Anne First Be
Lake” is referred to as a widow (Rec. 54:106). Linde,
John Lake, junior, was the eldest son of his parents (REc. 54:246). As the cause G
30 September 1658 will of his maternal grandfather, Thomas Spicer, of Grave- Le., Nic
send, refers to “Ann Lake, wife of John Lake,” to whom he left “60 gilders for two kn
the benefit of her three children” (REc. 47:227-228), it is probable that John limse/N
was born circa 1654. About October 1694 he came into possession of his father’s identifi
Gravesend farm, and apparently resided there the remainder of his life (REc. Wyckoff
54:106). ' 1954, p |
Gravesend town records frequently make mention of John Lake, who was dren in
a “Constaple” in 1690, “fence viewer” and assessor in 1694, “Townes man” in and Ne |
1696 and 1699, and overseer in 1701 (Gravesend Town Records, Book 3, pp. grandn |
61,83,86,95,97,103). In addition to these civic duties, John was captain “Of the ( was An
Foot Compa[ny] in ye Town of Gravesend, circa 1700 (DHNY 4:809), and an in honc
officer in the Reformed Dutch Church of Gravesend in 1715 (History of the Ther
Reformed Protestant Dutch Church of Gravesend, by William H. Stillwell, 1892, pp. of John |
12-13). However, despite the frequent references to him in the public records, time of
little survives regarding John Lake’s personal life and family. This is partially hold co
due to the fact that, aside from a few baptismal records from 1714 to 1720, the 3:137).
registers of the Reformed Dutch Church of Gravesend no longer survive for : named
the period in which John was a member (Ibid., pp. 54-55). 1688, it
Perhaps the most comprehensive account regarding the family of John Lake 1688 ar.
is detailed in his last will and testament. On 4 May 1723 “John Lake of Grave- who ar
send in Kings County” described himself as “of perfect minde and memory.” The |
He began his will by leaving “to my Son Daniel Lake all and Singular my whole of a for
Estate of houses barns Lands [etc.] . . . In the township of Gravesend” He stipu- - John L
lated that “In Consideration of the above said Estate my said son Daniel Lake hadap
shall pay to my four other Children by Names John Lake Thomas Lake Nicholas . *Josias
Lake and to my daughter mary now the wife of Cornelus van Sickelen” certain (Flat.Fr
sums after their father’s death. Daniel also received “a negro Boy named frank,” “Joseph
and Nicholas was given “a horse or mare” The remainder of the estate was 1:33). T
divided “Equally among my five Children abovenamed Except my kain I give her hus
to my son John because his name stands upon it” John Lake concluded his namely
will by ordering “that my son Daniel Lake shall keep . . . my Loveing wife named
mayke with needfull and Necessary things . . . during her widowhood” He Joser
signed the document by “his marke.” a bold “II? (Unrecorded Will number 1171, (Klaas)
Historical Documents Collection, Paul Klapper Library, Queens College, Whid} b
Flushing, New York; microfilm copy, NYG&BS Library). . time in
From the 16 April 1688 baptismal record of “Jan the son of “Jan Leick Lake
it is known that John’s presumed first wife, and apparently the mother of all “Claese
of his five children, was “Neeltie Clasen” (Flat.Fr.Baps. 1:54). This is corrobo- , of Jose
rated by the baptismal record of their youngest son, Daniel, on 26 April 1696 . ASSI'” i
at the Reformed Dutch Church of Brooklyn, in which the mother’s name is ’ birth, it

given as “Neeltje Claasen” (0ld First Dutch Reformed Church of Brooklyn, New York: his mot
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First Book of Records, 1660-1752, translated and edited by A.PG. Jos van der
Linde, New York Historical Manuscripts: Dutch, Baltimore, 1983, p. 163). Be-
cause of her patronymic, it is known that Neeltje was the daughter of Claes,
ie., Nicholas. Identifying Neeltje and her father by way of the sponsors at the
two known Lake baptisms is not possible, as all four witnesses (‘Willem Wil-
limse/Mayke Pietersen” and “Claas Thomasse/Francijntje Hendriks”) are readily
identified, and none indicates any relationship to either John or Neeltje (The
Wyckoff Family in America, 1983, vol. 2, p. 11; Van Dycks, by Richard W. Cook,
1954, p. 11). Based on the Colonial Dutch custom of naming the oldest chil-
dren in honor of their respective grandparents, it is possible that Mary, John
and Neeltje’s only known daughter, might have been named for her maternal
grandmother, inasmuch as it is known that the paternal grandmother’s name
was Ann. It is apparent that the two sons, John and Nicholas, were named
in honor of their respective grandfathers.

There is, however, one perplexing piece of evidence concerning the family
of John and Neeltje (Claesen) Lake which cannot be readily explained. At the
time of the circa 1698 census of Gravesend, it is recorded that John Lake’s house-
hold consisted of one man, one woman, one slave and eight children (DHNY
3:137). Of these children, five would have been those offspring whom John
named in his 1723 will. If the eldest of these was John, who was baptized in
1688, it would be unlikely that Neeltje bore eight children between the years
1688 and 1698. It would therefore appear that there were three other children
who are otherwise unidentified.

The presence of extra children in the household would suggest the possibility
of a former marriage of one of the parents. Since there is no indication that
John Lake was previously married, an attempt was made to ascertain if Neeltje
had a prior husband. Interestingly enough, on 18 March 1680, at New Utrecht,
“Josias [sic] Golers” and “Neeltje Klaas” had a son “Nicholaas” baptized
(Flat.Fr.Baps. 1:13); and on 23 July 1682, also at New Utrecht, the same couple,
“Joseph Golder” and “Neeltje Klaas,” had a daughter “Annetje” baptized (Ibid.,
1:33). This “Neeltje Klaas” (whose name corresponds to “Neeltje Claesen”), and
her husband, Joseph Golder of Gravesend, were the parents of four children,
namely Joseph, William, Nicholas and Ann, who, along with their mother, are
named in their father’s will made on 13 February 1683 (Rec. 47:166).

Joseph Golder’s will was probated on 1 April 1684 (Ibid.) leaving Neeltje
(Klaas) Golder a widow with four young children. Considering the locale in
which both the Lake and Golder families resided (Gravesend); the approximate
time in which Joseph Golder died (1684); and the probable time in which John
Lake married (1687); it is reasonable to suppose that Neeltje “Klaas” and
“Claesen” are one and the same person, and that she, Neeltje, as the widow
of Joseph Golder, married, second, John Lake.

Assuming John Lake named his children in his 1723 will in the order of their
birth, it is apparent that his third son was named Nicholas, which, considering
his mother’s patronymic, and the usual Dutch custom of naming the second
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son for the maternal grandfather, places this child out of order. It also conflicts
with Nicholas Golder, born 1682, the son of Joseph and Neeltje (Klaas) Golder,
if Neeltje is to be considered as John Lake’s wife.

However, an extensive account on the family of Joseph Golder indicates that
his son Nicholas died in his youth (“T'he Goulder Family? by Richard W. Cook,
GMN]J 29:53). It is possible that Nicholas Golder died subsequent to the circa
1690 birth of Thomas, John and Neeltje’s second son, and before the birth of
the Lakes’ third son, Nicholas, born circa 1692. This would account as to why
the third son of Neeltje Claesen, by John Lake, was named in honor of her
father, and not her second Lake son. Likewise, the death of Nicholas Golder,
one of the four children of his parents, would account for the three unknown
children in the Lake household circa 1698, namely Joseph, William and Ann
Golder.

These circumstances suggest, therefore, that Neeltje Claesen, the wife of John
Lake, junior, was the widow of Joseph Golder (c.1654-1684). Cook (GMN]J
29:53, footnote) identifies Neeltje as the child of that name baptized at New
Amsterdam 21 March 1655, the daughter of Claes Claeszen (BDC 39). Her
father had married in the same church 11 September 1653 as Claes Claeszen
Smit, from Amersfoort (Netherlands) to Geertruyd Willekens, from Hamburg,
widow of Hendrick Gulick (MDC 18). They soon settled in New Utrecht (KCo.
265). “Klaas Smit,” probably Neeltje’s father, witnessed the baptism of her son
Abraham Golder on 24 August 1684, when the father was called “Joseph Goler
(decd)” (Flat.Fr.Baps. 1:44). A son of Geertruyd’s first marriage, Jochem Gu-
lick, witnessed the baptism of Neeltje’s son Nicholas Golder (Ibid., 1:13), and
was named a guardian of the children in Joseph Golder’s will cited earlier. This
Jochem Gulick also witnessed the baptism of Neeltje’s grandson, Nicolaas, son
of William Golder, at Jamaica in 1711 (Rec. 105:97).

On 10 January 1698/99 John Lake sold a “Lott off Medow” in Gravesend,
he alone signing the deed, which could indicate that Neeltje was dead by this
date (Gravesend Town Records, Book 6, pp. 239-240). She was clearly deceased
before John made his will in 1723, naming a wife Mayke.

The children of John? and Neeltje (Claesen) Lake:

i, John?, bap. 16 Apr. 1688; d. c. Nov. 1753, Middlesex Co., NJ. (NJA 32:189); m.
Martinah (Hist. Soc. of Princeton, NJ., MS. no. 494).

ii. Thomas, b. ¢.1690; d. ¢.Oct. 1765, Hunterdon Co., N J. (NJA 33:238); m. Jannetje
Stryker (NJMis. 1:130).

iii.  Nicholas, b. ¢.1692; d. 13 Oct. 1771, Somerset Co., NJ. (NJ. Hist. Soc., Newark,
MS. no. MG 338); m. Mary (NJA 34:294).

iv.  Mary, b. ¢. 1694; d. after 1736, Hunterdon Co., N J.; m. Cornelius Van Sicklen (mem-
bership list, Ref. Dutch Ch. of the No. Branch [now Readington], NJ., original
at Archives of Ref. Ch. in America, New Brunswick, N J.).

v. Daniel, b. 10 Mar. 1696, d. Apr. 1774, Gravesend, L.I. (KCo. 179); m. Elizabeth
Sutphen (Ibid.).
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