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Focus:  Parentage of Daniel Lake
Summary of known information: (as of 10 October 2015) Daniel Lake was born in Virginia where he was a farmer. According to a biography of his grandson, he moved from Virginia to North Carolina shortly after his son Burgess was born around 1791.
  Daniel Lake first appears in the records of Buncombe Co., North Carolina in 1797.
  His purchase of land there indicates he was born prior to 1776. Daniel Lake was living in Morgan, Buncombe Co. in 1800.
 He is listed as being between age 26 and 44, putting his date of birth between 1756-1774. He is again listed on the 1810 census in the same age category, narrowing his birthdate to between 1766-1774.
 His last appearance in Buncombe Co. was on 20 Sep 1819 when he sold his remaining real estate on the Broad River.
 Daniel and his son Burgess purchased land adjoining each other in Ralls County, Missouri on 13 Jul 1818.
  Daniel Lake's will was filed on 19 Jul 1824 in Ralls Co., Missouri.  He left everything to his wife, Elizabeth.  Upon her death, “the quarter section of Land whereon I live” was to be equally divided among his sons, Thomas, Enoch, Alanson, and Daniel Jr.  No mention is made of distributions to sons Ballard, Charles, or Burgess, or to any of his daughters.
  
Rev. Jacob Lake has been cited as a potential father for Daniel Lake.  He was born about 1748 in Hunterdon Co., New Jersey to Thomas and Eleanor/Elendar Lake.
  Jacob Lake was living in Orange Co., North Carolina as early as 1779
 and was still there in 1790.
  He served as minister of the New Hope Presbyterian Church in Chapel Hill, Orange Co., North Carolina from the death of his brother-in-law, John DeBow, in 1784 until 1790, and left the ministry entirely there in 1794.
 By 1797 he was living in Sullivan Co., Tennessee.
  He died in Smith Co., Tennessee where his will was probated in July 1819.
  In his will he named daughters: Lucy, Nancy, Anna, Jenny, and Polly; sons: eldest son Daniel T., and Allen D.
Daniel T. Lake, the son of the Rev. Jacob Lake was enumerated in Smith Co., TN in 1820.  His age was given as a male age 26-44 putting his year of birth between 1776-1794.
  His brother Allen Lake was living in close proximity.  He is again counted on the 1830 census in the same location as a 30-39 year old male, narrowing his birthdate to between 1791-1800.
 It appears that the same man is living in Tipton Co., Tennessee from 1840-1860 at which time he is living with his son, Allen DeBow Lake.
 
  His birthdate is given as c. 1794.  Daniel T. Lake’s brother, Allen D. Lake, who is also named in his father’s will had a son named Daniel Thatcher Lake, whose obituary states:

He was born in Tennessee July 2, 1828; was of Presbyterian ancestry paternally and Methodist Maternally.

It is clear from these records that Daniel T. Lake is the son of the Rev. Jacob Lake.  His name is consistently written as Daniel T. Lake on all contemporary records as was written in his father’s will.  Also, his residency is consistent with that of Jacob Lake. Finally, based on the naming conventions of the eldest son’s of both Daniel T. Lake and Allen D. Lake, it is obvious they each named their eldest child after his brother. 
It can also be ascertained from these records that Daniel T. Lake of Tennessee and Daniel Lake of Buncombe, North Carolina and late of Ralls Co., Missouri are not the same person.  Daniel T. Lake has an established birthdate of 1794, while Daniel Lake’s birthdate is at least twenty years prior to this circa 1766-1774.  There is no evidence that Daniel Lake ever lived in Orange Co., North Carolina; Sullivan Co., Tennessee, or Smith Co., Tennessee all places where it can be established that both Rev. Jacob Lake and his son Daniel T. Lake lived.  Most importantly, it appears Daniel Lake died in Ralls Co., Missouri around the time his will was written, while Daniel T. Lake was still living in Tipton Co., Tennessee in 1860.
All of the above leads to the conclusion that Daniel Lake’s parentage is unknown.  Turning to DNA could help unravel his past.  Both Y-DNA analysis and autosomal DNA analysis are currently being conducted.  Here is where that research currently stands:  A descendant of Daniel Lake has participated in the Lake DNA project.  His results are not an exact match for anyone else in the project, but are a very close match to three other participants. There is a genetic difference on three separate allele’s of the STR markers on the descendant of Daniel Lake compared to the descendant of John Lake of Gravesend, NY and Thomas Lake of NJ and later SC.  Both of these men are known relatives and ancestors of Rev. Jacob Lake.  It is also known that Jacob Lake had a brother named Joseph of which nothing further is known.  Genetic mutation in STR’s is common enough to suggest that John Lake of Gravesend, NY and the Lake families of Hunterdon Co., NJ are the same line as Daniel Lake.  The question now is to find the missing link.  A search of all known and suspected female lines may help narrow the search.
To-Do plan:
· Search tax records of Virginia from 1782-1797 for records of Daniel Lake prior to his move to Buncombe Co., NC or for Lake families that can be traced for evidence of a son named Daniel

· Search autosomal DNA results for matches for Whaley from someone who is not a descendant of William Northcutt Eales.
· Continue investigation of Y-DNA lines.  
· Search Ralls Co. Record Book A (also known as Probate book A, but book contains more than just probate records) for a better indication of when Daniel Lake’s will was probated or for when wife Elizabeth died.
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