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In Chancery


Between


Asher Williamson


and other Compts



and


Samuel Williamson



Def't



Testimony for the Deft ?? ?? hearing



before the Master on taking the Account ??


May 27 1812---

Richard W. Heath being sworn saith, that he
moved on the farm late William Williamson

in the 1789 and was tenant under Deft.,
on said farm for five years- that Witness
had one half of said farm, that for rent
witness paid one third of the grain he raised
and of the ???? ----that witness think that thirty
five pounds a year would have been, at that
time  sufficient rent for the whole of said farm
--That in the year 1789 the fences were poor
paricularly the outside fences, that the inside

fences were middling--- that while witness lived on

Deft. hired a man and had the outside fences
first in repair---that while witness lived on
said farm, he dont know of timber sold as

damage done to the timber—And thinks as
much care taken of the timber- as is usual-

Crop examined--

That Deft told witness two years ago

this spring, that he had agreed to rent the 
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farm to John Bird and Samuel Williamson 
for sseventy pounds per year, but Bird equivocated
without storing some ???? seed-Witness observed

that he thought it a high rent- Deft announced

that he could have had seventy five pounds a

year from William Rockefellow, but he had

promised it---. 



R. W. Heath [signature]
Sworn May 27, 1812

Before James Linn

Master in Chancery

Peter Williamson being sworn saith; that he

moved on the said farm late Wm Williamson

in the year 1789—that witness had one half,

of it, and Richard W. Heath the other half

that he lived on said farm as tenant to

Defendant for five years--- That witness for

rent gave the third of the grain raised and

of the ????---Witness thinks that no person

Whatever, the time he lived on it could afford

to give more than thirty pounds a year rent-

that it was much out of repair, the fences

very poor--the outside fences, a considerable

part of brush, especially on the North side—

That in the year 1790 the Defendant caused a

great number of rails to be split and the fences

put up, that witness after the fences were put

up counted the pannels which amounted to 937

nearly all of new rails-a few old rails among
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them, not many—that during the time witness

lived on said farm there was no timber sold

or destroyed, not a stick to his knowledge

That in the year 1790 the Def't built a large

frame barn as said farm—- And some years

???? he thinks in 1773 the Def't built an addition

to the House, and repaired the store house--
that when Richard Heath moved off said farm
William Williamson came on—- that then witness
and his brother took the farm at a rent,
but cannot say that any particular sum was
agreed on, And that they never paid any rent
unless it was particular things they did for 
their father the said Def't—- That witness and
his brother William lived on said farm until
the Spring of 1808, in that way—Says during
the time witness and his brother lived on the
farm they sold some timber for staves, but
it was trees that were on decay—and off the
butts of trees that were cut for rails—That
when Wm Williamson's barn was burnt Def't

gave him some timber toward building another

--the same then Col. David Bishop's barn was

burnt down – Def't let Benjamin have firewood

for several years- Deft's sister lived with Benjamin

and I said she should not suffer – It was

Altogether of timber that was dead and down and

of little use, and cautioned witness not to let

him have any but that lay down unless it was

dead saplings – Says he heard Def't say he had
let Jonathan Johnson have some, but would not
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not let any one else, as they were apt when
they went into the woods to cut green timber
--Dorsement know that his father the Def't
was sold staves, or bark – ????? and his
Brother peeled the bark off the timber they
made rails of, and sold it, but no other – 
There was part of a frame got to build
as addition to a house Def't bought off
Aaron Thatcher but not used, and afterward
sold to William Lake as as witness has heard
Witness knows that some white oaks were
sold to Elijah Wilson for a frame barrack
but cannot say how many – Witness sold
one saw log to Nathaniel Gordon but does
not know of Defendant's was selling any - The
logs that witness took to

Saw mil were used in building and covering
a waggon house and stable – that witness built
on the farm, and for other repairs - During
the time witness lived on the place he does
not think there was sold off the place by
         either of timber staves or firewood
Any person whatever^ to the value of 
two hundred dollars – witness knows that
his Brother Cornelius got timber for a frame 
????? of the farm – Witness says that
during the time he lived on it, there was not
greater destruction made of the timber than
what is usually made to keep up repairs --
That witness continued on the place one year after
Jonathan Moore went off and that year witness had
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had the whole place – That the next given by
witness and Moore was in his opinion ?????
too much; but were both destitute of plans
and had to take it – That during the whole
time witness lived on said farm the Def't
cautioned him to be careful of the timber

and not destroy it – That, was the

main object – Witness says that when he

first went on the place he complained to

Cornelius Williamson, father of the Complain-

nants, that the place was poorer than he 

suspected – He answered that witness must
not expect to make a living by raising grain

Witness then asked him how he was to make
a living, he answered that witness must
raise some ???????, but at that he could

not do much, that the land was even 
poor for grafs [grass] – told this to witness more than
twenty times, that the place had been worked
so long that it was worn out --
Crops examined –


Witness says that he sold some timber
off the place to Thomas Lake, which was to
be of dead saplings for studs for a building.
Cannot say how many – Witness let Garner
????? have two saplings off the place -– 




Peter Williamson

Sworn May 27, 18

before James Linn [his signature]

Master of Chancery
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Richard W. Heath being again called as he had

of the Complainants says the he has seen the

rails made on said farm mentioned by Peter

Williamson but thinks there could not have been

as many as he states, but never counted them


[signature of] Richard W. Heath

Sworn May 27, 18??}

before James Linn }

Master of Ch'y.

Thomas Lake being again called on the past of the
Complainants says that he has frequently
seen the rails mentioned by Peter Williamson

to have been made on said farm by Hopewell Hull
and does not think there was a thousand new
rails, but never counted them – And after
the fence was made, it was indifferent-
And does not thnk there was more than
two new rails to a ?????? – Witness says
that the times before it was repaired was
not so poor, but it turned the cattle --
Sworn May 27, 1812 } [signature of Thomas Lake]

before James Linn  }

Master of Chancery }

George Dilts being sworn saith, that he did
The Carpenter work principally to the barn
built by Samuel Williamson on the farm late  
Wm Williamson – that the size of the barn is

46 feet by 36 frams – Witness calculates that

said barn cost including work, materials and 

allowing a Compensation to Samuel Williamson

for his expenitures and trouble, two hundred and

forty dollars, that the roof of the barn is thatch

and was built in the year 1790 – that the said

???? is exclusive of the materials got off said farm
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Farm for said barn – That Def't repaired th

????? Dwelling house by studding and weather
boarding of it and the East end – then repairs

was in 1790 – In the 1793 the Def't built

a frame additon to the Dwelling House, a story

and an half high about ?? feet by 32, two rooms

- That he estimates the cost of this building at

One hundred and eighty dollars, this is exclusive

of the timber for the frames which was got

on the said farm  - The Def't has also built

a hovel or each side of the barn, and built

also a stone ?????? a opening the back

of the house + And has built a waggon

house and a smoke house – witness did

not build them, but upon examining them

thinks that all those buildings would have

Cost, with some repairs to the roof ????????

exclusive of the timber, One hundred and 

twenty dollars – That Witness at the request

of the Def't viewed the said buildings on the

as before stated – witness says that some of
the said buildings are considerably out of
repair particularly the House – 

Crops examined, says that his estimate of

the buildings is made for the time of this

being built --
[signature of George Dilts]

Sworn May 27, 1812  }

before James Linn   }

Master in Ch'y
  }
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John Wo????? being sworn says that he is a
Carpenter by tread, and was reguested by the
Def't to view the buildings mentioned by
George Dilts, which he did at the time men-
-tioned by him, and with him – And
Witnes is of Opinion that the estimates
and calculations made by the said George

Dilts of the said buildings are correct-


[signature of John ????????]

Sworn May 27, 1812

before James Linn

Master in Chancery
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James Linn Clerk 
