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i CHARLES A. ROBBINS . . |’ Qﬁ;’téa:, 4“ ettty -
'y The funeral of Charles A. Rob- 3 4 c® # 4 /{5
.| bIns of Stedman was held Sunday! e O - Lo X ST
.from the home of his son, Clarence, Meves - AR o
Rev. John E. Roberts of Chautaq. J P wy 1e® 53/
qua officlated. Mrs. Cale and' nrs , 7 4
s X.8ang. The remains were! i . e
ti:Lkean Fonthill, Canads, for byr- o&,d!-o.. Cbio F ol
j’&L. Bearers were Anton Ander. : - z /
som; xgr‘?xh Fisher, Clyde Root and 3t p IRIIESS
“Arold James. o 2 / Y- 4
£ Mr. Robhing' desths ocourrag e et 7% 10X 1T 36
day morning after ap illness off -
several weeks, He ig survived b
two sons, Olarence of Stedman, Ar-
thur of Smithville, Canada; ope . - ——
daughter, Mrs, Minnje Ecker. of
WE8; 21 grandchildren, .one obbins received his
g7eat grandchild and: two sisters, Clarence R
+ /Mrs. Exie-Learn and Mrg, !
{£hilllps of Canada. - N Martha naturalization papers in Fredonia,N.Y.
S T e——————— o em
MovEd o vss 1909 on December 11, 194k,
. 4SS pdded Jo
one CB) was - Elizabeth Robbins received her
TAL veome Fobbins 2 o 07/ in Mavville
. Ve laddl apers in v
Bischk Rock /3‘,//:¢§// naturalization pape y
, Court House, Mayville, N.Y, on
, 'Sd-lud-nq.-?;‘.‘ 22,4975 June 1, 1953,
Clarence 0. Robbins bins. of Lakewood and Edward 0. :  Elizabeth A. Robbins
obbins of Westfield; six | _ MAYVILLE — Elizabeth Ann Mead
MAYV - eade
- Robbins ’§4LEo p 990‘?; 52‘:‘3?' daughters, Mrs. Cleo Rubner, ' Robbins, 87, of 99 Valley 'St., was
Mayville dic d 0 SY * Mrs. Eva Hunt, Mrs. Alice Per. pronounced dead on arrival at West-
Saty | e at 10:45 p.m. due and Mrs. Lorraine Raihburn, field Memorial Hospital at 7:15 p.m.
3 urday (Feb. 22, 1875) in ap of Mayville: Mrs. Ada Tenpas Monday (Dec. 15, 1980). She was the !
amestown General Hospital of Jamestown and. Mrs. Mary widow of Clarence Robbins, who died :
Where he had bCeﬂ adml"ed (hat S(‘hol of Orchard Park:k x‘,' Feb' ﬂv 1975. 'rhey had been married .
day. randchildre ! May 22, 1917 in Buffalo, - o
‘ grandchildren and 25 great : :
He was a machine operator, grandchildren one sister, Mrs | Mis. Bodville resident for 45 years, ;
employed at Klin Furniture . ) ' Mrs. Robbins was born Sept. 7, 1893 in |
y 8 Delmar Ecker of Hambur
Factory in Mayviile, 1 tiring 12 i i 4 , Gork Haven, County Cork, Ireland, the |
yviile, retiring He was preceded in death by a ¢ daughter of Willia d Mary Driscol
years ago. | ) : m an ry
2 _son, Leo Robbins, and a brother, Meade. !
" e was born Sept. 25, 1890, in Arghyr Robbins, She was a member of St. Mary's )
eiland, Ont., Capada. a son of  The funera service will be held ) Catholic Church, Mayville. N
Charles and Lydia Early Rob- a1 10 a.m. Tuesday in St. Mary's i Surviving are three sons, William ¢
bins. He married the - former Catholic Church, Mayville, the I Robbins of Brocton, Charles Robbins of
Ehzab_em Ann Meade on May 21, Rev. Aloysuis G. Kuntz. of- ! Lakewood and Edward Robbins of
1916 in Buffalo. He was 2 ficiating.” Burial will be in ! Westfield; four daughters, Mary Schohl °
member. of St. Mary's Catholic Mayville Cemetery. A rosary . of Orchard Park, Cleo Rubner and Eva ¢
Church in Mayville, o ; Hunt and Alice Perdue, all of Mayville; |
! yv Service will be held at 8 p.m. this : grand-
Besides his wife, he is survived i , ; 17 grandchildren; and 20 great- !
+ 1 IVed evening in the Freay Funera| i children. Besides her husband, she )
by three sons, William C. Rob. Home, Mayville . oy olaes ner hus 1o s (
bins of Broctan, Charles 0. Ro s e preceded in death by a son, Leo M.
» “harles Q. Rob-  Friends may call from 2 to 4 f Robbins, and two daughters, Ada Tem- 1
and from 7109 p.m. this evening. " pas on Dec. 1, 1980 and Lorraine E
Iy Trome ' Rathburn on Dec. 14, 1980. 1
pci The funeral will be at 11 a.m. Thurs-
Aot ygsTEvm o= g day in St. Mary's Catholic Church, b
T se o T R s K
- Mary's wi iciate.
AT Bunalﬁe will be wul:u Mayville ICemgstexf'y. :
. ; family will receive friends from )
( A eraT 7>00pRe) 24 and 7.9 p.m, Wednosday o Freay l
' + Funeral Home, Mayville___ -
wgs/Zvn gl T e~ .
Lel" -5 A 3 _
ils a7 ) JYeuphe)
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Wellandport, Ont.,
Feb, 16/55

Dear Mr. Robins:-

I received your letter of
Feb.1l5 re baptism certificate.

I am sbrry to have te inform you that
some years ago the old records of this
church were nrnad when the house in which
they were kept was destroyed by fire.

There 18 no baptiaa record here beyond
1912 and no marriage record beyong 1896.

Your siater must have received her
~gertificate at the time of baptism or had
it sent before the fire.

I am very sorry that I have no means
of helping you in this matter.

Yours 8 ar »

AW,

Minister,Wellandpdrt United Church

/fé ﬂw%ﬂw W/a /1/5“?/6

i 07 66(, (;- 5/
Z7/7\/Z %7/% /0“
&%é'ékac, wm,/6;y§ o




no i Mia v b
: McMast.r Mecﬂcal Centre or); :
‘Saturday April 26, 1997, Carl}:

-'Robins, his 73rd 'year. Beloved
 husband of Agnes (nee Greer) and

 loved father of Franklin - and his |

- wife Eve!yn of Pickering. Loving
1,;/‘§rmdfamcf Gregory and his wtfe

"7 Susan of Ajax. Dear brother of Victor ||
“(lrene) of Waterford, Bmce tDot) i

-of BurllnFton Norman of
‘Stan ton and Shiri

;:jmuuback (.Cldyclel Stoney Creek. |
" Pri by brathers,: Percy, |
1 Ray. Charles, Donald and Roy and by |

Sisters, Nollh and Edith. Carl was a
of St. Andrews Masonic

" Lodge #593, The Sons ‘of Scotland,
lon mernber of Zion United
‘Church and was aretired an:floyae of
the - T.H.&B. Railroad. . was ‘a

genterous and kind marn who wilf be |

mlased many - friends and
Crbe’:-naﬂnn has taken rlace A

: Semca of Remembrance wil
m tho Cha, of SWACKHAMER &

LACHFORD™ “WRAY"

FUNERAL HOME, 1341 Mah Street
’ West (opﬂoan McMastar)

aturda 1997, at .2: OOf
B/ by a Recepbon i the
estdafe Suite of the Funerai Home.
. expressions of: pathy
‘donations to the Heart n Stroke
‘Foundation or the Lun% soclaﬁon
" would be gpﬁpreciated y the famly.

SWACKHA R WRAY 522-9221
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“Jason W. Robbins

‘ ‘j'aasgn W. Robbins, 42, of §

- 899 Edgewood Drive, New-
ton, N.J., has died from inju-

" ries sustained in a motorcy-

i cle accident on April 26,

; 2008, _
/. Jason was born in West-

d, N.Y., onJuly 10, 19'65,
elDonna and Roy Robbins. §
< Jason graduated from Pana- &
 ma Central School in 1983. ¢
* After high school, Jason at- |
~tended SUNY Agriculture
- and Technical College in
 Alfred, N.Y., and graduated r
- in'1985. ) )
After graduation from
. Alfred Tech, Jason enlisted °
in the U.S. Army and after |
. boot camp was stationed in
. Germany. Jason was then _
" selected for a scholarship in
_ the Reserve Officer Training
: Corp (ROTC) and attended
© Clarkson University in Wa-
"~ tertown, N.Y. He graduated
" with a B.S. degree in May of ¢
1989 and then received his §
" commission as a 2nd Lt. At |
that same time he married |
his college girlfriend, Julie
Hayden, and very shortly
after they were living in Ger-
many where Jason had been
- assigned.

. and graduated with a M.S.

" Colonel. Jason had spent
~ one tour of duty in Iraq and |

During his long military
career Jason also attended
Central Florida University

egree in engineering,

Jason had retited from the
Army on Nov. 1, 2007, after
2 years and having attained
“the rank for’ Lieutenant

[

“his last assignment was at
the Pentagon where he
worked for two years. He wag
presently employed with a ,
defense contractor and work-
ing on the development of
non-lethal weapons systems, -

Jason was a loyal follower
of the Buffalo Bills and the
Buffalo Sabres. His favorite
personal sport. was golf,
which he played whenever
the opportunity presented it-
self. Jason always enjoyed a
l%ood Joke and was “well

nown for his positive
outlook on life,
- He is survived by his wife,

Julie Hayden, and their three
sons: Craig, Chad and
Michael, all at home in New-
ton, N.J. He is also survived |
by his mother, Donna Rob- ]
bins of Falconer: his father, %
Roy Robbins of Jamestown: 3
his brother, Dennis Robbins
of Jamestown; his sister, Lori 4
Stansbury of North Richland 4
Hills, Texas: and his grand- §
mother, Susanna Robbins, of
Brocton. N.Y. Also surviy- %
ing are his nephews, James §

rand Greg Robbins, sons of §

“Dennis, and Jacob Stans-
bury, the son of Lori. 1

Funeral arrangements are §
bein% made by  the %

Smith-McCracken Funeral 5
Home at 63 High St., New- §
ton, NJ 07860, (973)
383-4600. The Web site is: §
www.smithmecrackenfuneral- 3
home.com. i

A memorial service for Ja- §
son will be held in this area §

shortly after his burial which 3
will be in Arlington Nation- §

al Cemetery on July 17 at 9 §

am

For those wishing to make #
a memorial at this time, the %
family suggests they may be
made to the Humane Society H
on Strunk Road.
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Rathburn in Sherman, N.Y. on July 9, 1933.
Apl’i] ]9, ‘93'40
for the New York State Highway Department.,

in Mayville Cemeterye.

Leo spent 20 years in US Air Force.

fot e
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Lorraine' Robbins was born in Canada on Jan. 30, }917. She married Harold
They have one child - Leo - born
Harold & Lorraine made their home in Mayville,N.Y. Harold worked

He died on May 22, 1973 and was buried

Lorraine worked for Kling (Baumritter) most of her married

New York—Monday, December 15, 1930

Lorraine Rathburn

MAYVILLE -- Lorraine Rehbans
Lizthburn, 63, of 95 Valley St., dicd at
1205 p.m. Sunday (Dee. 14, 1950) in
Wesifield Memoinal Hospitai. She
hud beea il twe vears,

Sne was the widow of Hoiuld
rathbury. whe dizd May 22, .473.
They wer. marred July 9, 1935 in
Sherinun. o

Mrs. Rathburn had beea emplo-ed

- at the Kling Furr.wure Factory, May-

ville, {or 3% years before her retire-
ment, ‘

She woo bora Jan. 30, 131, in
Canada, the duughter of Clarerse
«nd Elizabeth Meade Robbins, aad
had lived most of her life in the
Mayville area. ‘

Mrs. Rathrsurn was a member of
St. Mary's Catholic Church, May-
viile, )

Surviving are a son, Leo M. liath
burn of Browumills, N.J., aad &
grandson, Victor Rathburn; her
mother, Mrs. Clarence Robiins of
Mayville; three brothers, William
Robbins of Brocton, Charles Rabbips
of Lakewood and kdward Robbips, of
Westlieid, and four sisters. Mary
Schohl of Orchard Park, Cleo ftuli-
ner, lova Hunt, amd Alice Purdga, all
of Mayville. Besides her husband,
she was preceded in death bg her
father, a hrother, Leo M. Raobtins,
and a sister, Ada Tempes. )

The funeral will be at 2 pm
Tuesday in Freay Funeral Home,
Mayville. The Hev. Aloysuis. G,
Kuntz of St. Mary'y Catholic Church,
will officiate. Burial will be in May-
viille Cemetery., /oY ABwAr 5470

The family will receive friends
from 24 and 79 p.m. today in the
funeral home. , :
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Then retired in New Jersey.

Aieo /3)/3]7419(;;»\/’ @ < <
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Loy fonsomo  Dersase

ix s )63'/1#2(;/ //‘V‘/‘)j_‘?j—

Lo O

ThE7e 5 aie CTREY
G 1A TAe /'lobh/:;[g
/&/l’“'““"y wio L b /‘}”
/70‘7/91»-6':&\ D ceasas 579

Y as wi. JUUE S pnuareq’s
rtospital, 322'N. Lauderdale Street, Memphis,
Tenn., 38105. / : ,

Arraggements are by the Mulkey-Mason
Funeral dmcin‘l.qgg'svﬂle.

LEQ M, RATHBURN

Leo M. Rathburn, 69, of Country Lakes,
Browns Mills, N.J., died May 13,
- He was a resident of Browns Mills since 1969
and a member of St. Ann’s Church. i
He was a retired Tech Sergeant with 22 years in
the United States Air Force and was a veteran of

- Korea and Vietnam. He was also a retired

Corrections Officer for the Bordentown
Correctional Facility with 17 years of service. -
He was the husband of Martha Lee (Bergemn)

d stepfather of Victor Bergeron.
anThe pLf.ankenau Funeral Home in Pemberton,

N.J. is in charge of arrangements.
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~ BIRTHS

"Gustafson- Besse, R.D. 1, Ash-
ville, in Jamestown General Hos-|
pital, June 13, 1963, a. daughter.
BLACKS‘I‘ONE—ToGeargeV and!y

| Lakewood, in W.CA.. Hospital.

1! June 13, 1963, a som .

:,'BURKE.TT-ToRabmandSmye

i B-u'e Burkett, RD. 1, James:

o i Jd . General
Hi

.. Sharon Robbins  Delahoy, Elli-
. cott: Road, Brooton, June 11,
© 1963, a datghter. ~<Mome=

HUBER—To James E. and Susan

3 Kovel- ’Ijuber) RD. 2, James

| “town,: in Warren’ Getieral Eos-

"I pital; J’ung;l.'i, 1963, 2 som.:

0o tu Taemacboom Flankiral Wae

Nancy Baker Blackstone, R.D. 1l

oq:m.l[JmeIL 1963, & daugh-|

oo ik

JOWETT—To Wittiam and Eileen:
| Puskus Towett, 1 E. Fifteenth|

‘ BESSE—To James A. and Nancy l.

A
k

] —‘-""




. William C, Robbins
- BROCTON

‘Robbins, 87, of 5763 Ellicott
Road, Brocton, died Saturday,
Dec. 17, 2005, in his home
- Arrangements wil| be
announced by the Freay Funer-

- al Homq in Mayvﬂle.’,, '

f

William Robbins

BROCTON - William C.

" Robbins, 87, of 5763 Ellicott
Road, Brocton died Saturday
(Dec. 17, 2005) in his home,

He was born Jan. 27,1918,
in St. Catherine’s, Ontario, a
son of the late Clarence O.
and Elizabeth Meade Rob-
bins.

Mr. Robbing worked for the
New York State Department
of Transportation in Mayville
as the senior mechanic. He
retired after 33 years.

He was a U §. Army veter-
an of World War IL, serving in
the Second Armored Division
of General George Patton’s
Third Army. He fought with
General Patton at the Battle of
the Bulge and was among the
first soldiers to liberate the
concentration camp at
Buchenwald, Germany. He
was a life member of Lake
Chautauqua Memoria] Post
8647 VFW ip Mayville, a
former member of the West-

- field Moose and Mason’s, and
an exempt member of the
Mayville Fire Department.

Bill en; yed golfing,
motorcycling, farming and aj]
his animals,

His greatest [ove
was his family.

— William C. -

He is surviveq by his wife
Susanna Horlacher Robbins of
Westfield, whom he married
Jan, 10, 1939; one daughter,

one son, Roy Robbins of
Jamestown; four grandchj]-
dren, Robip Rafan of Brocton,'

Jason Robbins of New.-
ton, N.J., Dennis Robbins of
Jamestown and Lori Robbing
of Salt Lake City, Utah; sevep

rothers,
-akewood and  Edwarg
“‘Bud*’ Robbins of Westfield.

He was Preceded in deatp
by an infant daughter, Mar.
ins; ap infant
brother, [eg Robbins; four
sisters, Ada Ordines, Lorraine
Rathburn, Pearl Schol] and
Alice Perdye.

The funera) service wijl pe
held at 1} a.m. Friday in he
Freay Funera] Home,
Mayville. The Rev. Jacque-
line Rhodeg will officiate.
Burial wil] pe in the Portland

Vergreen Cemetery. The
family wijj receive friendg
from 6 to § p-m. Th
the Freay Funerj] Home,
Mayville.

Memorials may be made tq
thle American Cancer Society

e
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William C. Robbins married Sue Horlacher of Brocton, N.Y. They had three children-
Mar jorie -~ who died shortly after birth, and buried in Mayville Cemetery. Roy Robbins
born Sept. 8, 1940, Sharon Robbins born May § 21943 .

William worked for the New York State Highway Department after serving in the Military
Service during World War Il. He also owned a grape farm in Brocton, N.Y., Previous
to this, he lived in Mayville,N.Y,

Roy married Donna Stout on Sept. 6, 1964, They have three children - Jason born
July 10, 1965 - Dennis born Nov. 24 ,1968, Lori born March 28, 1972.Roy spent four
years in the Navy, worked for Marlin Rockwell approximately ten years and since

has been working for Cummins Engine in Lakewood, New York. Roy graduated from
Fredonia University with a degree in Economics.,

Sharon Robbins married Clarence Delahoy. She has one child - Robine. Robin was
Jb;rn o Sharon divdrcedVCIarénce énd4mérried David Fryer.

She now lives in Brocton.

William Robbins- In September, 1994, diagnosed with Colon cancer & Liver cancer

Operation in Erie, Pa. Turned out okay as of 10/25/94, Chemo therapy treatment
December, 1994,
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per
Eva Robbins married Roy Hunt on July 26, . They have one daughter: Linda,
born April 26, 194§, They lived in Mayville,N.Y. for many years then moved
to Lighthouse Point just outside of the village of Mayville. Roy worked for
Klings in Mayville for a long time then he was employed for the Sheriff Dept.
for Chautauqua County.
Linda married Gary Rowe on who is a State Policeman for New York

State, They live in Jamestown, N.Y. Linda and Gary have two children:

Kims born: o . Roy N. Hunt

born: MAYV[LLE ~ Roy N., “Stub’* -
Hunt, 72, of 15 Washmgton Ave., .

Mayville, died at 2:55 a.m. Satur- -

day @;ﬁi‘ 29, 1993) in \ Wcstﬁeld

Memo Hospital. .

Mayvitlg; @ son of Nathaﬁ and
Mafyﬁﬁfisley Hunt, = :

- lifclong Mayville tesutent,

+

ooy S .
Sum, a5 i

Q'Wa& homSept. 11, 1920, in

e RRT

Hmm ticen a deputy shiesiff for
Chautauqua County Sheriff’s De-
partmént. and:-a: long~ume dxs— :

patcher for the def
Forinerly, . he
foremats in the rubbir department

workeé as a-

of Klirig’s Fumiture, Mayville, for .
20 yeéars. He. wag a: former member -

of-Mayville: E.U.B: Church 'and a -
life member and former fire. chief
for TS years-of Mayville-Fire De- -

partidcnt. He. was a member of
Chautauqua County Dcputy Sher— J

iffs Association.

~Surviving. are his wife, the ‘
formcr Eva. Robbins, whom he-
married - July- 26, 1944, ‘in.: West--

field;: a daughter, ‘Linda Hunt-Lil-
iestedt of Lakewood; two - grand-
children, Klmberly Rowe of
. Duakirk and -David Rowe of
Jamgstown.

Heswas preceded in death by a

sister, Jeanetta. Beck; “and two

brothers, LaVem and Charles;

Hunt.~

. The funeral will be at 11 am, -
Wedtesday in. the. Freay Funeral
Homé; Mayvmc. The Rev. Gerald: -

Piper,” pastor of Dewittville; Hart- -,
United Methodist Churcb ;

. wm fficiate. Burial- wm b in
ilte Cemetery.

riends will be received: from 7 3

9 p.m. Tuesday in the funeral

home:

The. family suggests memorials

may be made 10 the Mayville Fire
Department “or American Cancer

QAarkintir -

23
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VLMAYVILLE - MelVin L. THOULLCU Mk s
: %;aueé 69,qu: 264Mc1>rri888t., died . Al F = ,
ursday (June 4, 1998) in his ice F. Perdue:
dhpighter’s home in Westfield. . = ) MAYVILE— AIP 'et%due
~“He was born Jan.23, 1929, in " of 28 Morris St M;;gﬂﬁ' e, 60,
Westfield, the son of the late Harry (June 21, 1990) wmﬁei&dﬁ?* ay
d Lottig Chase Perdue, =~ .. Hospital. A mpriai
+ Aveteran of the Korean Conflict, . _She was born Feb. 26, 1990 i !
hevserved in the U.S. Navy and was ! Stedman, N.Y., a daughter of the |
eﬁ‘iﬁioye&ébgrthe, New York State ; late Clarence O. and - Elizabeth ]
Dept. of Transportation in Mayville. Meade Robbins. -~ . . *
Hé was 2 member of the Mayville , . Alifelong area resident, Mrs. Per-..
American Legion and the Veterans due was a graduate of Mayville

Central School, class of 1949. She
wstfield N ‘ been employed as a secreta?;hfagg
“He was an avid golfer. ! Mayville Realty. She was a member

irviving are two daughters: | ~ of St. Mary’s Catholic Church.

e ot Westrield. . Surviving are her husband, Melvin
eacly.of WesH1e * L. Perdue, whom she married Aug, . |
um.of Albuquerque, . 28, 1951, in Mayville; two da te?,g.’* |
ndchildren: Wilson Karen Leach of Westfield and Cher- Jl
yle Hannum of Albuquerque, N.M.; x

o

cForei ars and Moose Club in
orejgn Wars and Moose Clu

; ofii%r,edggia, Leigh
and Brandon 1. Leach : five grandchildren: Wilson
Kristian apd Matthew | Jr,, B%randon Leach, azfl LeighLzaﬁgg
Leach, all of Westfield, Kristine
Anne and Matthew David Hannum,
both of Albuquerque; three sisters:
Eva Hunt and Cleo Rubner, both of |
Mayville, and Mary Scholl. of Or- = |
|

 Mareiec ﬁ .28, 1951 'in Gar¥ E. Robbins gvhaf“ Park; and. three brothers:
%ﬁé@j&nd; vho died June 21, WESTFIELD - Gary E. Cﬁ;‘?m 0. Robbins of Broeton, -’
1450, a sister, Evelyn Lehman; and. Robbins, age 52, formerly of Charkes o Robbins of Lakewood, -
twe brothers: Sfanley and Harry Westfield, died unexpectedly : B'%i&desqm' hd 0. Robbins of Westfield,
e T on his 52nd birthday, De- ceded in d ‘?{hpgr@fsz she was pre-
jaral witl be at 11 .a.m. cember. 2, 2006, in California, Rathburn, e: nd . 'yba sister, Lorraine
[onday in tlhc‘ T};reay Funeral where he had resided for many bins. ? rother ’wa
pme, ayville. The Rev. Paul J. years. o “The fuheral will be AR
ge}i’an,f'?asmr of the Lakeshore Gary was a 1972 graduate of Saturday. in FrZ.flyI ?‘fm:xgal‘nng' o
Akembly of God will officiate. Westfield Academy and Cen- Mayville. Burial will be mmy%é’
Birial will be in Mayville tral Schopl. Following gradua- Cemetery. . 1 be In-Mayvile.
Cemetery. a tion, he entered the U.S.. Army. “Friends will be received from 24 -
 SFriéhds will be received from 2 Upon discharge, he graduated and 7-9 p.m; Friday in the fun pa S
t¢id and 7 to 9 p.m: Sunday in the from Jamestown Community home. . B
funeral home: . e College; the University of The family.. suggests memorial§
" .’Memorials may be made t0 the Wisconsin at Madison; ash- may be made 1o St” Mary’s Catholic;
American Cancer Society, 111 W. ington University of St. Louis; Church or American Heart Associa-,
. Sgfond Sf: Room 260, Jamestown, the University of Colorado; tiop. . . e
and Nyropa University of s

Boulder, Colo. ,
Gary is survived by his

Oqgnt'y, 188 S. Frie St., Mayville,
parents, Bud and Marlene

N’Y.14757; or Westfield Fire

»¥. 14701; Hospice Chautaugua
. Department Rescue Squad, Clinton \

. St eld, N.Y. 14787. ¢ (Loomis) Robbins, his brother
2 v Scott, his wife Laurie Robbins, |
T his niece Katie and his |

nephew Andrew, all of West-
field, as well as his long-time
friend Fran Blay of San Fran-
cisco, Calif. ’

No calling hours will be ob-
serped. Funeral Services will
be ‘at the convenience of the
family. '

Memorials are suggested to
the Patterson Library, 40 S.
Portage St., Westfield, NY

14787 or to a charity of your
choice. ,
~ Arrangements are b the
MASON FUNERAL HOME,
37 Clinton St., Westfield.
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given the news

there will be rocks
that remember me
in perfect order
along the sea

allowed to float
atop sunset breeze

how many times
must [ die

to know

I need not reach
to touch the sky

for I breathe heaven's
last hours of perfect reflection.

--kari edwards, November 2006

Memorial set for kari edwards
by Zak Szymanski

Friends, family, and colleagues from literary, artistic, and LGBT circles are
preparing to honor the late poet kari edwards at a memorial on Friday, April 27, to
be held at 7:30 p.m. at the San Francisco campus of the California College of the
Arts, 1111 Eighth Street.

Weriter, artist and gender activist, Ms. edwards, who did not use capital letters,
was a winner of Small Press Traffic's Book of the Year Award in 2004, and was a
recipient of New Langton Art's Bay Area Award in literature in 2002. She was the
author of obedience (Factory School, 2005); iduna (O Books, 2003), a day in the
life of p. (subpress collective, 2002), a diary of lies - Belladonna #27 (Belladonna
Books, 2002), and post/(pink) (Scarlet Press, 2000), among other works.

Ms. edwards died on her 52nd birthday, December 2, 2006, of a pulmonary
embolism. She had been seeking treatment for unexplained shortness of breath
since October of last year; examinations revealed an enlarged heart but no known

cause, and the blood clot was not evident in early X-rays.
By all accounts, Ms. edwards deeply touched a number of different communities

in San Francisco and around the world. A transgender woman and queer activist,

_she worked for social justice within all of her circles, bringing awarenessof

gender and queer issues to people and institutions outside of LGBT-specific
populations.

“She inspired many people in many different fields,” Frances Blau, edwards’
surviving life partner, told the Bay Area Reporter. “ In addition to her writing she



had a whole career in visual art; she exhibited in museums; she ran transgender
groups: she did counseling: she taught. There’s a whole sphere of different
activities, during which she touched people in those worlds.”

Bom in Illinois and raised in Westfield, New York, Ms. edwards studied art and
creativity, became a sculptural artist, and taught for many years in the art
department at Denver University in Denver, Colorado. She left DU and began to
transition to female in the early 1990s, then enrolled in the Naropa Institute in
Boulder, Colorado to pursue an advanced degree in psychology.

It was at Naropa - a contemplative university modeled after Eastern traditions and
also the home of beat poet Allen Ginsberg's writing school - that she met Blau.
After finishing her master's degree in psychology, Ms. edwards continued on at
Naropa, earning her master's of fine arts in writing and poetics. During this time
she also had sexual reassignment surgery and worked at Catholic Charities
Homeless Shelter in Denver, where she held a number of positions and was an
advocate for transgender people at the shelter.

After graduating Naropa in 2000, Ms. edwards taught many classes and ran a
transgender support group in Boulder. She and Blau moved to San Francisco in
2002. Ms. edwards worked for New Leaf: Services for Our Community, as an
intake coordinator. She remained active in the local poetry community while
doing transgender education for Bay Area agencies and schools. She also
published the popular Transdada blog.

In addition to her published books, Ms. edwards's written work can be found in
Scribner's The Best American Poetry (Scribner, 2004), Civil Disobediences:
Poetics and Politics in Action (Coffee House Press, 2004), Biting the Error:
Writers Explore Narrative (Coach House, Toronto, 2004), and Bisexuality and
Transgenderism: InterSEXions of the Others (Hawoth Press, 2004). She also has
volumes of unpublished work, including a forthcoming book entitled Having
Been Blue for Charity (Blazebox press); and Bharat Jiva, a collection of her
writings from her nine-month stay in India, where she and Blau planned to
relocate.

Her work could be startling, clever and dark at once, often depicting the body as a
battleground, as in the poem "a napkin ring for my silent butter,” which begins,
"oil is my baby - oil is the cock I suck daily - I am your oil spill soaked in blood -
I am mighty oil big joe oily big business oily big cock oily teen idol big picture
window greased up to be a big time show girl - I am your school girl daddy -

aren't you not going to fight for me and stick it to'em bigdaddy."

Language, said her close friend and fellow poet Rob Halpern, became a cause of
its own in Ms. edwards's life.



"By virtue of her presence alone, kari made limitless demands on our
responsibility to respond to all forms of injustice, from the violence against trans-
folk, to the injustice of language itself,” Halpem told the B.4.R. "kari's work as a
poet had everything to do with this struggle against the violent force of language,
which identifies and occupies in accord with interests not our own. She continues
to make us vigilantly aware that we are complicit in the violence of gender simply
by thinking in English, just as we're complicit in a murderous imperialism by
living in America. kari knew that we need to use language radically and
innovatively in order to overcome that violence, hence her faithfulness to the likes
of Gertrude Stein, as well as Dada.

"There's no way to respond adequately to the demands that kari made, but she
turned the inadequacy of response into the kind of anger with the potential to
activate our attentions and mobilize our bodies."

Memorials for Ms. edwards around the country have included the voices and
work of some prominent figures, including the writers Anne Waldman, Eileen
Myles, and Reed Bye. Additionally, former students of hers who are now well-
known artists in the Denver area hosted an event in her honor at that city's Edge
Gallery.

San Francisco's April 27 memorial will be co-sponsored by the MFA Writing
Program of CCA and by Small Press Traffic Literary Arts Center.

"I'm looking forward to it," said Blau, adding that she may speak at the event

about Ms. edwards's inspiration to start writing, back when both of them were
students at Naropa.

It was during Ms. edwards's second year of her psychology degree that the
legendary poet Ginsberg died, and Ms. Edwards - who had begun journaling
about her gender transition - was profoundly affected by the loss.

"It catapulted her," said Blau, who added that Ms. edwards would use the school's
multicolored Maitri meditation rooms to construct prose. "She would go in and
write, and do that as her practice instead of meditating."

The memorial is a reading and performance. People will read Ms. edwards's work
and their own work, and will share their experiences and stories of her. There will
be some videos of her art work, including her DVD of India. At least one musical

tribute will happen.

-In addition to Blau, Ms. edwards is survived by her parents, Bud and Marlene . .

(Loomis) Robbins of Westfield, New York; her brother Scott Robbins, his wife
Laurie, and their children, Katie and Andrew of Westfield.

The Naropa Summer Writing program will be offering a kari edwards scholarship



in 2007. This prize will be offered to a student involved in gender activism and
experimental writing. Those interested in donating can do so at
www.naropa.edu/advancement/index.cfm (indicate that the donation is to support
the kari edwards scholarship), or call Chris Dwyer at (303) 546-5280 for more
information.




